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They resemble somewhat the Corylophidce, but are not so
round in form.
The antennae are very short and inserted under the side
margins of the forehead. The anterior coxae are separated
by a prosternal process. The elytra do not quite cover the
abdomen.
Little seems to be known as to the habits and life-history
of these insects.
PHALACBIDJE.
Very small, compact, convex, smooth and shining.
Antennae eleven-jointed, clubbed. Tarsi five-jointed, fourth
joint often very small. Front coxae globular, hind coxae
contiguous. Elytra cover abdomen. Head sunk into
pronotum.
A family of about 300 species occurring in all parts of the
world.
They are very small, compact insects, oval in form, and
generally smooth and shining; black or brown of colour.
The head is sunk into the pronotum and half concealed.
The antennae are more or less clubbed. The legs are short
and stout.
The larva of one species, Olibrus affinis, has been described
by Laboulbene, as having a narrow head, a broader pronotum,
with two dorsal plates, and a somewhat broad anal process.
The lai;va of 0. bicolor has short cerci, but no anal process.
The adults are usually found on herbage, often on the
flower-heads of the Compositce. Occasionally they occur in
moss. The larvae of the flower-frequenting species are said
to bore down the stems and pupate in earthen cocoons.
There are fifteen British species (Fowler). None are of
economic importance.
THORICTIDJE.
Very small. Eyes small or rudimentary. Antennae short,
eleven-jointed, clubbed. Tarsi five-jointed. Scutellum not
visible, elytra connate at suture, covering abdomen.
A small family of two genera, found only in the Mediterranean
region.
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